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I Aeld your hand Z‘/}/-oé(g/] New Liskeard
and ,él‘\SSea/ you ) quaS:é d\SlAhg.

éy the pulp rull, I kneaded your back
o while you stretched your StiFF /egs. —— =W

By the shore of Klotz Lake, T #issed ™
: you agan because it was so good

Che #Arst Cime, and Chen in A/fp{gon

I nibbled a lobe, bect you pushed
'E\ me acoay; i was dangerous, you sad,

all those curves and a slick road.

Love seerred rl'S@/ Z‘/}roug/) 2he palisades—

P("/'/‘z‘awaél‘é - pl‘erc/‘n\g Zhe 5,@/.

Fa d///.hj exhawusted onto our bed

beside he S/eepinj gant, too Cired

i In Hearst, where coe Stopped for gas

For more than a peck and a curt
3000/17/:9/7{ y we rose ea/-/y and T
captured you in Kakabeka Falls, an
indeternsinale srile in the lens.

Tn Versilion Bay, we hatched a plan
that re?a/‘rea/ a bottle of merlot

and a mote! on the Pembina /"ar(’wa}/,
Vietnamese takeout and a corkscreco.

Diving Together Through Ontario e
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| got me an acre of Bad

Land. That shit is mean.
- Mitch Hedberg

Bad Zo ge fhroagh

Bad For
Bad For
Bad for
Bad For
Bad For
Bad for
Bad For
Bad For
Bad for
Bad #or
Bad For

cagon wheels
horse sharks
Sett/ers

ice Aelds
erosion
/)ooc/ooS
Sedinrent
PGP AS
megaﬁ ora
5/7@@/73 FiVers
Albertosacras

And that mocrnted skel/
Leers Z‘/7roa3/7 razor teeth
And sa/s to me: Proéaé/y

Bad for you Zoo.
> Drumbheller
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. .- No, the breeze Hlaps the rmaps.
| But I ot Yo take a picture.

H —— pe /] never get Zhere if I Slocw.
. Brilliant scenery don't you think?

& —- Life a postcard, a Panting, or

P a)a//pqpe_r for 7/ COMPA(Z‘eI"

l endless Forests of north Ontario,
éo/-/nﬁ expanses across the praries,
incomenient mountans in the west.
; 7he /)eop/e of British CO/L(MA;Q,
Zhey re a hardy /o2, no? 7 he way

A, : g Z‘/7¢gy /a>/ down roads Z‘/?/‘oé(g/? rountan

i passes - Kogers, Kicking Horse, Crows Nest,
? Che way they beat the land into subrission.
777& peop/e 01(’ /4/&9,/{& 7 /ef ”e a)/‘l‘fe /‘f

in my book - a ragical bunch,

Che way they Zurn tar indo crude

4 and nadwral woonder into money .

As For the pecple of north Ontario,

don get rre starded on ¢hat retqged band.
I Ve never Zalked 2o any of then.

Z /ook at Zhe places Zhey /ive

and /.Maﬂfne what I'd be /ike

| i I lived there too. Thad s enoagh £or me.
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ﬂ)ina'/ng along Lhirdy-one as the moon rises From the mountans,
Fiver Sia/,é/ng wus beside the Aigheoay From Newo Demver, the towon
leaps into vieco life a postcard £ror the rack, white wood-sla
church, ?L(d/hf COZ‘fage\S ) cra/’ty 5/70/5 )y Q Stern—wheeler moored on
2he lake, a Lhree—story hotel where we book a room, rore Lhan e
anted, bet why not? a ,éfng—-SfZeo/ bed instead of a fraja/ guteen,
and a rap-around balcony. After we Ve unpacked and stretched
our limbs, StifE From Lhe drive in, e go down Zo the restaurant
for dinner and a bottle of wine. e lie awwake in a room where one, i
mayée Zewo, farilies /ved for hree years. You wse the coord inter—
ment, Chen /aaﬁh at your riStake. e [isten in the dark For ruer-
murs of buried 2Aings.

Zn the rorning, cwe walk o the United Church. On 2he oppo-
Site corner stands the old Town ¥all, cordoned of F, in disrepair,
a Silent bell in the towwer and Fuded Canadian #ag. We wuse these,
he church and town hally, as markers 2o locdde the howse. TZs
present owoner /as Cended it well, ,éeepfng Che stucco panted a
Fresh ochire, plating Flowers in the yard and pruning the Zrees o
a bonsa perfection. Set aganst Che rising Hill and blete rrorning
\Séy, 75 Aeaaz‘y elicits an involuntary 5/5/7. We hear now From our JE
own lips the words we Ve heard from others before ws: how bad
could it be to have /ved in the ridst of so ruch éeaaz‘y?

AR

Close 2o the hotel, we And a potilery shop and buy a 97¢, a boeol,
£rom a woman twho settl/ed fere Zhree years ago because the place
s p/cfal‘e\S?ae. The bowol is beacdifud. tWe éeﬁan //‘,ée Zhe boeol )
or So the old stories tell us. Fashioned éy Zhe gods Frort a lurp
of’ clay into sometting beawtiful, 2erned on the wheel and Ared in
2he kiln. Like the bowl, we can carry both Food and polson.
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\ | 7he beach, the south sSide, foL(/ma/Z‘,
Dancers come into View, pas de dectx.

Our dogs SnifF and whiz while Che dancers
whir! in the //:3/72‘. Out comes 7Y Ccamera —
Snap Snap snap — raised to the wunexpected
Chow often do you Stuumble Upohn dancers
on a beach?) Furious caves Foart

above, arms ﬂqpp/‘nﬁ /7/3/7 overhead.

y Sguinting, we See Che rmovie camera.

_' " You 5/0/‘/eo/ our shat.” f(CCL(S/‘nS Zones.
N e didnt realize.” Our poor defense.

And later: " You Zook p/]oZ‘oS of % actors.”

RPN Pl Ve Y feet on Lhe dirt paz‘/7.

_ “ We have a perrut. We are alloted here.

: All ¢he //)7&3&5 of ry aclors Ae/onﬁ Zo me.

| Please delete.” Z push ryy button, gore.

< - T e Uunexpected vanshes, leaves behind

" | on/y Zhe p/annea/, pqpereo’, a’a/y perm/‘i‘dea/ .




i iZ rembled here ot Four ar.,
8 cn aftershock; i #elt nothing,

but the 0/03 upstarrs barked and barked,
Sensed Somef/w‘hg below the threshold
of iy Feeble cognizance

s been da/s cithout rews radio;
i Hipped the switch a Aippart bitch
went on and on of politicians

rured in local crises, souandering

Zhe riorent coilh emergenc/e\s

our kitchen overlooks a church
( yoa ‘c/ expecf /7 Z‘/]e oZ‘/7er wa aroana'>
| where lwunchitime dracwos a line

for soup, nods hello, and clsarez‘feé .

waiz‘/ng Ffor the doors to open

= across the harbour the empresSsS Sehves =
High Lea, scones, and +uiry cakes,

B O/ /e 3/anc/n3 Sideways, the /eﬁfS/dZ‘are
—_—— and 5z‘rw‘3/72‘ ahead, 5@/’7/»‘7/%3 water,
; Seqp/ahe\S 70}/ in and oud

i? rembled here ad Four a.n.,

and one c/ca/ f/?/.\S /.S/Qna’ May 5/./7,% Ae/ow
a 50////73 Sea, or be thrust up above

| Z/e h/'ma/ayas , bet ot doday
z foc/ay we fa,ée oS /L{nc/7

After the Aftershock



where has the 3ra/'1¢z‘/ gone?
across the rusted rails
a pale sl'c(//y oc Are
washes the bricks beloww
and above, faded corporate
poster art, suttering sun,

| Fog, unplanned exposire,

| scotiabank, imestors group

707y 2Ais and sponsor Chat

before, the walls below screamred

a taqyng rot spray cans
colowur QXP/O\SI‘OI? eye pop

Lhe shock of blank calls
dracos me wp short huh!
where Ahas Che 3raf’1§’ i 3one.7

; bow 1y head, solern,

like I'm & a funeral or

Z‘oar/ng an ancient tomd

From an age when gants plajed
and even those without a place
knew a measire of Freedon

i rudge From the barren walls
resigned 2o sy Lime - bland,
Blank, controlled and wnimventive
when, betfore 1y eyes in half

4 c/egreeé y Q 3/‘621@4’ ¢/ apotheosis!
Seea///n35 rnow — Q \Sl.a/ea)d/:é

\ Stencily fencepost Zag,
rooftop face 3r/nn/n3 dowon -
ﬁowert‘ng soon (like teeds

of the wunactthorized, the i/lici?,

2he damning, the prophetic

o Chere has Zhe 3ra/’1§'f/ gone

f/?fodg/? pavement cracks), the bloor

Zhe incomenent, the wuncomtordable,
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Can't vou snap the cap of the toothpaste tube?
Keep Zhe invader rucrobes Fron Areec//rg there?

T adrnid: I'm supposed to be /arge—/zearz‘ec{,

above the it p/c,é/ng detar/s of domestic

INing, but this issue grates me so.

Howo will I make it with you Chrough this journey
£ 2he Loot hpaste gapes on 2he countericp
mo/a/er/rg n/:9/72‘_‘ atler n/g/zz‘ in the cpen arr?

Our lives depend wpon the civi/ 3/Ve and Zake

of spouse and spouse, all of it your Ffault no dowbt,
as I Aold in /7/3/7 esteerr Zhe Sl"mp/e act

of Sh@ppinﬁ Zhe cap back on the Zoot hpaste Cwbe.

My electric shaver cwent on the £Htz.
%/at/ug Served cell for Afleen years,

12 started buzzing in a way that sounds
like a burmble bee in Chroes of death.

T 1) rcke do (I tel/ MySe/ﬂ with a blade
and shaving cream From the drug store.
Ha! So many choices! Such advances

n 5/7&\//‘/73 Z‘eC/?no/oﬁy./ all 2o render re
Smooth and Sexy in wa/s former/y
wnthinkable, cith ry Ave-blade razor
OOZ/AQS /L(A/‘I'Cdnf, and canister of 53/
that hockey plajers wuse. I'// wage a coar
| on sy Face, wash the hary casualties

- down the drain, Aude all evidence

¢hat T M/:g/zz‘ once have been an anmal.

In 2he same aisle, you £nd tappons
F£or your Fesinine /7}/5/8/78 reeds,
a polite way to say your ovaries
_— // go through the motions, leenar
eqq-popping with alendat mess.
E And for all the an/?aeness an ova
: 5&(&3&5(‘5 Cohad woith DNA etcetera)
S« surprising universality
coroug/it by the 3/0&42/ rapkin Zrade.
Absorbency here is the same (I suppose)
i as al Aore, or in Scot/and
W o Nigeria. Is this solidaridy
z‘/7roa5/7 Free markets? Comman/nﬂ
0 2hrowugh the corman s body politic?

Th Politics Hygie
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A)oéé/y—/egjed, we rise From lunch
and Chardonnay, the capstone
on a noon-time tasting.

Best Zo pPacse, reCover
eguilibricm, gaze across

2he vineyard rocos, restiniscent
of corduroy or shopping asles.
In 2he ruddle distance, a farrr,
hot-houses where Howers groeo,
row on roses, a/l of iZ—

grapes and blossorrs—hand/ed
éy Mexican workers 5/717/930/
north For the growing season.
With cool weddher on the threshold
Zhey I be packed back chere Lhey As/ong
Year—oVer-year ( 31"3/75 months here
fovr there) a roct/ess life.

I hear the wives of two Aave /efZ.
wWhat they say of absence is a lie,

a violence done 2o soldiers

and noeo Zo M/:g/‘anf workers.

In the far distance, on a /7/5/7 Ailly
an oASer\/aZ(ory, a ,éeen eye

gazing & ancient suns, honing

the science of avoidance.
A)o.éﬁ/y~/ejgec/ 1o /onger,

we return Lo our Lemporary

horme—a rental in the city—

PQSZ‘ Che church where Ave or Six
Srmoke crack on the browon grass,
past the skateboard paré

where a kid tofes wp and 5r/n5 9

past a mall where e ease our
discomfort with fresh sowvenrs.

Dependencies
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/ bear Py Carrera
/ike a cross
Frarung good
exc/aa/fng evi/

 Curnming a cool/

Compassionate eye
on //{z/'L(S Zice

" Mosz‘/y cOn?aerinj

deat /

eith rry obSesSive
redord/ng

redora’/hﬁ

redord/ng

when | return

Z2his will af/ be gore
Chrough photos

% 3/‘/&/’ eorl! And

‘L Es consolation

‘ B vt coher T gore

no Zrace of e

wwill rescin ih Y

s, redord/ng

redora/fng
redordfng
on/y a c/eep Ahole

| an absence in the cave
Ly of sy viSion

-~

s s Y " Eal J
Camera Aramathea |
- ]

-
-
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Eghz‘een vears Since C/ayo?aoz‘ Sownd
e e : : 7Today the Crees Keep f’a///ng
_ i In.éy Zears drip on Zhe Page
. /oa//oy Sheet For wr/z‘/ng

R A\ organ/c y Lhey exhord me

“" Groew your words like corn stalks
: But I press them out precise
Planed and stacked /ike /tirmber
= S d throw a wrench

drive a 5/9/(3
L £/ 2he 9aS Lank with sand
LI kneco how
or where
atter thal what woutld | worite on?
Che wdaler?
2he morning dew?
Che snoew?
Mca/ée e ﬂ/ng 1y words o the wind

Old Growth
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and- now i2's time to say 3000/—55/3
we [iked the fantasy of //\//ng here
\ an almost perfect daydrean /‘magl‘n/ng aneeo

/

4

L @ new fouse
N 4 seco Viewo
Y a neco rowtine

Pattl, who made the leap from Ffartasy, ,
3/\/&5 Zhe 3rana/ Cour: 2his is where
T worked 1y ArsT Joé
we had owr Arst dale
Dillan was born
2he drunk driver Spilled diese/ c/arfnj the salrion run
you can 3€Z( 3reaf Vietnamese +ood

we Zake Zhe dogs for a Morn/ng retn

JL 30(‘ ry Laltoos

i/yaz‘ Korean 3&(}/ ,él‘//ea/ /71‘5 wirfe and ,é/‘o/S

Zhe ooran gave us Zhe evi/ eye

when the dog pooped on the path

the cruise 5/7//95 Aerl‘/7 in Cransit o 4/&5,«4

ry cell phone Chought it was in A)as/z/ngion

and cost e ridiculowus dineros

Z Ffowund the éoa/y

5 3ef Koribuc hi

we Fell in love

and then the day has Faded

and when we Ve setdled into owur not-house

and when we Ve nestled beneath owr not—sheets

we remember our own CHS IS wheres

the ones thad ée/onﬁ lo us

Zhe ones that coe Ag/ong Zo

this is where

7







/itler roadsides al/
across the country
Aharper maéz‘aréaz‘/‘ng

¥} on owur Shouwlders

: _ what aﬁood éoy art 1

| Learing down mountans
raising wp valleys

corapping rbbons of Aigheoay
arowund the rnation

,énoz‘f/‘ng Qa f{g/]i‘ éoa.)

& /e m/céey moUsSe earsS

ﬁ a 3/‘862( 51\9 AsaaZ(//Z(/ pacéage

Y ZAree /62/7&5 each wa/

S?M/‘ri/ng 3ooa/5 from a o &

,é y ﬁe/ ef A c/‘ency
bl nowhere
N ot a 5//73/8 slop

no pull out rest area
place o stretch and 3@4@%
Snoww caps and Creelops
and rocéy Fiver beds below
no p/ace Zo whip out

Y /onﬁ lens and shoot
Shoot shoot

Economic Action Plan




What was the wildest Z‘/?/ng you saw
in all of wild Canada? tWas it

Che roaring cdaders of (eargaara’
Fa/ls? Or the black bear Seoirrng
across Mud Lake? Or the prhe beetle
c/'[ew/ng 175 way down the North

7770/)7/50/7 Kiver \/a//ey? Or the protesters

haranquing politicians on the steps
of the Vietoria Z.egf\s/afare? Or

Che drivers speeding across

Vanc ocwver Ar/‘d3e5.7 Or the d‘an,é/‘eé
hunc hed arowund Zherr prpes

on Upper Johnson Street? Or

the ewild style 3rczf7€’ Zi in

Zhe paré/ng [t ofF Herald? Or

Che putted wp chest of Kobson

# aL(nZ‘/‘ng Als white n/pp/eé

Zo the swun? I nod at each suqgestion
but anseer with 1 OLon. The eildest
5/7//73 I sao was Tariko when she
Z‘/?oaj/ﬁ yA forﬁof Zo paa( Zhe 3/‘1(%

e éoag/'lz‘ Ffor ouwr o’a&(ghz‘er.

The Wildest Thing
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Lrmagine our world is dying.

Lrmagine survival depends on jourreys

Zo distat suns, sett/ing strange plarets,
colon'sts Voyag/ng for 3eneraz‘/on5 )

w/—//r//ng n C/iga/‘—S/ugpec/ Zubes,
Zribes of ten thowsand adrift betioeen
the stars. Now /Amdgfne these crafts
of our salalion are designed Ay

Y Che Ghermezian brothers: endless

4 5/70;///73 salted Ay breaks
in the wdaler park, call -—c//méinj,

! coater Slides, roller coasters, kiddie

rides, Aamper bodats ) p/'/‘az‘e 5/7;/9\5 )
Ornimax, ice rink, rrini=golt.
Afer a thousard years of plas and after

# Set‘z‘//'ng into orbit arowund Zheir prospective
home and afer open/‘nﬁ the hatch
and after stepping onto Lerra subpono,
hoe el our progenitors, bloated on Fun,
rise o the threals of an alien corl/d?

West Edmonton Mall




WE SELL FOR LESS WAL*MART ,

HARMACY PHOTO CENTRE
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I Adle o drive Z‘/?fodg/? Zhe prd//‘/eS.
I's boring. It all looks the sane.
I /ove 2o shop ot Wa/* Mart.

All across this greal country,

: wWal* Mard /s 2he place for me.

GF performed, 2Ais verse shoculd be
repeated at least 300 Cimes, once For
Y cach Wa/*Mart in the COanfry>

23
VISION CENTRE = h
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here s a path in The Forks where we Stwumbled on a hr—
ble [itt/e man dressed in a loinclsth and armed with a wa/(/ng
sz‘/c( a SZ‘rQnge 5/:9/7f n A)/hn/peg Z‘/’]O&(ﬂ/? less SZ‘l‘Qnge £ e
had stumbled on firt in wirterdime we would have ﬁ’garea’
" the cold froze Him solid instead of the rabid /oac(’ of cor-
i ! porate Sponsors who encased /s mMEMOrY 1h bronze be-
= | find Aim a whorled latticecoork of steel and stone sproud-
= ’A”ﬂ connc book crysz‘a/s Zo Zhe 5,@/ and the hope Lhat with

Wi £/ s wisdont and with Kal-E1 s 52‘)‘8173(/7 Sone 3000/
g rug/t come From these cranes and [ifts and éangmg and

: c/angmg and barcodes to an offcial website of rission

| Statements corporate governance board of directors part-

2 ners of friends of already I can taste the foie gras soci-

| ety dinner fund raisers and Feel /e chokehold of black ties
| around he neck stuck on lop of the structure a metal
Somez‘/‘}/ng Zo pierce the Séy a sSpire or a pems hard o tel/
Frort down here where pecple walk on the 3roano/ I wave

% 5000/—-5}/3 Zo the frozen [itd/e man wander down o 2he river a
% grocery cart Zoppled into he cwater blankets stashed in the
| Sshrubs 5}/ Zhe bank awto-racks Z‘rand//‘ng across the trest/e

Xy

2 spray/-parted bubble letters a/e/iVerfng messages Fron Che
planet Kryplon cwhich /s dead Just like Ghandi Just [ike Jor-
&/ and Just like rost 5/7//735 you find stuffed and mownted
) Mé(Seé(MS

- The Canadian Museum of Human R:ghfs






as we drive into Lanfgan
population next to noz‘/)/nj
a pull out a Sign
and on the 5/:9/7 a map
and above the ”ap in bold-
Ffaced caps the word LEGEND
I »1 net Z‘/)/‘n@n\g cartography
and imagne a Arighz‘ margiee
a1 A Q\S/?/‘ng 7 he Legena’ of /.cznfgan
g like The Leﬂeno/ of’ Zelda
E every place /7a5 Zs /e3ena/
. fere we See i1s Craces
§ frere Che dusty 3ra‘/e/ roads
/73re_ Z‘/?e, fagadeé //(e on cor/d
west movie set here Che rusted
ro///ng Stock éy the rail/side
- legend i's what arc/laeo/ogy
7% destroys and I coith sy hammer
c/w‘p acoay a Lanfgan

7 3

:gan

J’f"a-ff

he Legend of Lan

7;"«

a f; el -
e "a




